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USA Funds helps students focus
on studies after hurricanes

Hundreds of college students nationwide 
have received supplemental financial-aid
grants from a special USA Funds-supported

disaster-relief fund that provides assistance to low-
income students affected by hurricanes Katrina,
Rita, Dennis and Wilma.

During 2005 USA Funds donated $2.3 million 
to the Disaster Relief Fund for Postsecondary
Education Students, administered by Scholarship
America. To date, 83 schools have received a total of
$1.69 million to distribute to students adversely affect-
ed by the 2005 storms.

“Unfortunately, these disasters impact students’
abilities to pursue their educational goals, and this
fund is a way to assist students in fulfilling their
dreams,” says Kyle Malone, USA Funds manager of
scholarships and philanthropy. This is the second
year that USA Funds has provided disaster relief for
college students affected by hurricanes.

Louisiana State University received a $35,000
grant, which gave the school the opportunity to
help 35 of the neediest students from the areas
affected by the storm. “We wanted to give them
something of substance,” says Mary Parker, director
of the Office of Student Aid and Scholarships at the
Baton Rouge, La., school. “All 35 students have been
able to continue into the spring semester, and we’re
very grateful for that.”

LSU, which has an
enrollment of 31,000,
saw its student num-
bers swell last fall when
more than 3,100 stu-
dents were displaced
from New Orleans col-
leges and universities
and registered for
classes at LSU. The
school revised its fall-
semester schedule and
had many families that
lost homes temporarily
living in residence halls with their students.

Parker estimates that about 5,000 LSU students
were directly affected by the storm, and her staff
met with each one to re-evaluate their financial-aid
packages. “The stories were gut-wrenching,” she
says. “We had families that were in attics because 
of rising water. We had families where both parents
lost jobs. It was unbelievable.”

Parker says she received a tearful telephone call
from the father of one of the students who received
a $1,000 grant. “He said, ‘You don’t know what this
means to us.’ The six members of his family were
living in a one-bedroom apartment in Baton Rouge.
They had lost nearly everything and were still await-
ing government aid and an insurance settlement.

“Their daughter was the first in the family to go
to college,” Parker says, “and he did not want the
disaster to stop her progress.”

The grant and some additional money enabled
her to stay in school.

At Pensacola Junior College in Florida, officials
knew firsthand what the students displaced by
Hurricane Katrina were facing. Just one year earlier,
the school had to close for three weeks because of
extensive damage from Hurricane Ivan.

The college received a $15,000 grant from the
Disaster Relief Fund for Postsecondary Education
Students. The school used the money to help 15
students who transferred to Pensacola Junior College
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The campus of New Orleans’
Tulane University, which received
grants from the Disaster Relief
Fund for Postsecondary Education
Students, sustained heavy dam-
age from Hurricane Katrina.
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Water damage in the Tulane University library is an exam-
ple of the challenges faced by hurricane-affected postsec-
ondary schools and students following the 2005 storms.
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